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prejudiced a man who regarded English politics and English statesmen as a foreigner. Harley's friends were equally ready to endeavour to take advantage of the Elector's ignorance of England. On [one occasion, Anthony Murray told Harley, in a long letter from Hanover, how he had informed the Elector in the course of conversation, that in 1710 "the Duke of Marlborough was endeavouring to have a patent to be generalissimo for life, my Lord Godolphin to be Great Treasurer for life, my Lord Wharton to be Vice-King of | |                       Ireland, etc. In which I told His Highness, if they
1 r                       had succeeded Her Majesty was not only no more
I   ;                       Queen, but  they would have sold  the  powerful
I   j                       crowns and  dominions  of Great  Britain."     The
|   !                       writer then adds that the Elector asked if " it was
|   ,                       certain"  that   these   noblemen   "endeavoured  to
'   ,                       have these great offices for life/' and he repeats
|   |                       his assertions.   By way of enhancing his pretensions
1                       to Harley's favour, Murray concludes by the remark
that a person not a relative, but "a faithful friend and servant like me, will also be minded in telling the truth in your favour, as not being suspected of any partiality."1
It was unfortunate for the policy which Harley was pursuing, that in this abnormal political situation the Electress Sophia and her son should have been prevailed on to allow Baron Schutz to demand
1 Harley Papers^ iii. 477-479 (2nd June 1714).